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October, 2012:  Hurricane Sandy takes a turn and comes ashore in New Jersey 
and changed emergency management planning and notification forever in the 

Garden State.  Sandy was truly a game-changing storm.



A devastating storm like Sandy could not happen here?  It almost did.  If Hurricane Sandy’s 
left turn occurred 40 miles to the South, it would have been a much different story for us.



18 months have passed since Hurricane Sandy impacted the State of New 
Jersey and Cape May County.  What has the Cape May County Office of 

Emergency Management done since the storm arrived?



Since Hurricane Sandy, the County has acquired 22 high wheel United States Army surplus 
vehicles to serve our municipalities during emergencies and storm events.



Cape May County has formed its own County Animal Response Team (CART) to 
address the needs of pet owners, and pets, during an evacuation.

Important points to consider:

1. Red Cross shelters do not accept pets

2. Pet owners will not evacuate unless 
their pets are out of harm’s way

3. Cape May County has volunteers who 
will assist pet owners with caring for 
their pets during an evacuation.

4. The CART Team meets monthly to 
discuss challenges facing pet 
evacuations.



Current resource available from the Borough of Avalon

Avalon’s Emergency Evacuation Pet Shelter includes installed pet cages, climate control, veterinary work 
station, running water, lighting.  Available to any community in the state who needs to safely evacuate 

pets during an emergency situation.  The shelter was successfully used during hurricanes Irene and Sandy.



Current resources available from Cape May County

County emergency evacuation trailer and pet carriers to be installed by the Cape May County Technical School 
inside a remodeled office trailer



Introducing the Cape May 
County Long Term 

Recovery Group and the 
partnerships that have 

been created since 
Hurricane Sandy to 

effectively help those with 
tremendous needs in our 

county.



County leadership created the Cape May County Long Term Recovery Group
You can find the group on Facebook and to learn more

Our mission:

Provide recovery services to individuals/families who have 
been affected by a natural/manmade disaster

To date:

-100 individual cases have been handled with resources 
secured to help individuals in need

-11 households received direct funding totaling $111,500 
for repair/construction purposes; 9 were completed by 
May 31st, 2014.





Development of Cape May County Emergency Management Website
www.capemaycountyemergency.net  



The County’s emergency management website, www.capemaycountyemergency.net, 
now includes live tide gauge information for key locations in our county



www.capemaycountyemergency.net now provides a list of all approved shelters in the 
county along with easy to follow directions to get to these shelters.



$40,051,694.87
Obligated reimbursements to Cape May County/Municipalities for “Sandy” damage



Borough of Avalon            Dept. of Public Works                     $177,100

County of Cape May         Woodbine/Dennis Twp. schools   $291,680

Dennis Township               Ocean View Fire Company             $70,000

Lower Township                Recreation Center Shelter              $177,100

Middle Township               Emergency Generator                    $141,680 

Upper Township                Rescue Squad Building                    $141,680

Woodbine                           Pump Station/Shelter                     $241,680

$1,240,920
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Energy Allocation Initiative

Generator projects throughout Cape May County



County of Cape May          Evacuation roadway protection                 $1,051,525 

County of Cape May          34th Storm Water Pump Station                 $760,000

Cape May County MUA     Flood gates, elevate wastewater               $500,000
treatment plant/pumping station,
road elevation, elevate equipment
above ABFE in Ocean City/Seven Mile
Middle Regional plant, flood gates at
Ocean City wastewater plant

Middle Township                7 floodgates for Cape Regional                  $19,390
Medical Center

$2,330,915
Hazard Mitigation Grant Program Local Projects/County Infrastructure



$788,004
Federal Emergency Management Agency structure elevation grants for 

Cape May County communities.  

Community Properties Project cost 75% federal 25% non-federal

Borough of Stone Harbor             1 property               $144,403                 $101,275              $43,128

Sea Isle City                                    1 property               $104,082                 $78,061                $26,021

Ocean City                                      4 properties            $339,637                  $254,727             $84,909 

North Wildwood                            2 properties            $140,006                 $105,004              $35,001

Lower Township                             1 property               $59,876                   $44,907                $14,969



$250,000
State of New Jersey grant for the Cape May County Multi-Jurisdictional 

Hazard Mitigation Plan Update



Thank you for attending the 2014 Emergency Preparedness 

Conference presented by the Cape May County Board of 

Chosen Freeholders and by the Cape May County Office of 

Emergency Management.  Please visit our vendors’ area 

outside of this meeting room for more information.


