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Cape May County Influenza Vaccination Activities 
2011-2012 

 
Program Summary 

 
There were no supply issues with influenza vaccine in 2011-12. It was an unusual season in that 
the composition of the vaccine contained the same three strains as the previous year, raising 
questions among some about the need for vaccination. Public measures included information 
about the waning effects of the flu vaccine, and the need for yearly re-vaccination. The 2011-12 
flu season was one of the latest and mildest on record, with peak activity seen in March 2012. It 
was also an unusually mild winter, which may have contributed to the mild influenza season, 
since the virus is more easily transmitted in colder weather. 
 
The County ordered a total of 6,080 doses of seasonal flu vaccine for 2011-2012. The first flu 
vaccine shipment was received on August 11, 2011 and all vaccine was received by September 
27, 2011, which was before the scheduled drive-through clinic. The Department of Health 
continued its second year with the VaxCare program, where the Department administered 
vaccine to patients with Medicare Part B or other selected insurances on behalf of VaxCare, 
earning an administration fee for each vaccine given and successfully billed. Through 
participating in the VaxCare program, the Department was able to offer seniors the FluZone 
high-dose vaccine.  
 
The Department of Health organized one mass vaccination drive-through clinic on October 23, 
2011. Efforts were made to increase the number of children vaccinated and four clinics were 
held specifically targeting children and families, one at the Health Department, two at 
elementary schools, and one at a church. Six special senior clinics were held for seniors and 
included the High-Dose vaccine. Senior clinics were held at the Health Department and at area 
senior centers. At the end of the influenza season, a total of 5,442 influenza vaccinations had 
been given to County residents, representing all 16 municipalities, with 4,882 vaccinations 
provided directly by the Department of Health.  
 
In 2010-11, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended universal 
influenza vaccination for all persons 6 months of age and older. In 2011-12, 75% of vaccines 
were given to ACIP “high-priority” groups. Sixty-four percent of persons vaccinated this season 
were 50 years of age or older. Three percent of the total was less than 5 years of age, 
representing the target population for New Jersey’s daycare/preschool immunization mandate.  
 
Eighty-seven percent of vaccine recipients identified themselves as White and 3% as Black. 
Eight percent identified themselves as Hispanic or Latino (up from 4%) and 57% as female. The 
percentage of Black residents who were vaccinated remains lower than population percentages. 
The majority of vaccine recipients were from Middle Township, Lower Township, Wildwood, and 
Cape May City. Vaccination rates (# persons vaccinated per 100 population) were highest in 
Cape May, Stone Harbor, Woodbine, Avalon, and Wildwood. The clinics held in Wildwood and 
Woodbine contributed to the increased representation is these areas. 
 
Fifty-five percent of persons vaccinated by the Department of Health received their vaccine at 
the drive-through clinic. An additional 38% were vaccinated at other scheduled clinics and 7% 
were vaccinated during non-clinic times. 
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Apart from the County Department of Health’s vaccination activities, a number of residents 
received the influenza vaccine this season from local hospitals, physicians, pharmacies, and 
supermarket clinics. Cape Regional Medical Center vaccinated 641 staff and volunteers in 
addition to 405 eligible patients, for a total of 1,046 influenza vaccinations administered this 
season. 
 
Eighty-one percent of those vaccinated this year by the County Department of Health were also 
vaccinated last year. Sixty-nine percent of those receiving the flu vaccine last year received it 
from the County, with 47% receiving their vaccine at the drive-through clinic. The high 
percentage of repeat clients demonstrates a high level of satisfaction with County flu clinics.  
 
Additional information in available in the following appendices: 

 Appendix A: Vaccination data for County Employees 
 Appendix B: Program Management Recommendations 
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Program Overview 
 
There were no supply issues with influenza vaccine in 2011-12. It was an unusual season in that 
the composition of the vaccine contained the same three strains as the previous year, raising 
questions among some about the need for vaccination. Public messages included information 
about the waning effects of the flu vaccine, and the need for yearly re-vaccination. The 2011-12 
flu season was one of the latest and mildest on record, with peak activity seen in March 2012. It 
was also an unusually mild winter, which may have contributed to the mild influenza season, 
since the virus is more easily transmitted in colder weather. 
 
The County ordered a total of 6,080 doses of seasonal flu vaccine  for 2011-2012.  

Type of Vaccine Manufacturer 
County 
Order 

VaxCare VFC 
TOTAL 

FluMist Medimmune 200   200 
FluZone High-Dose Sanofi-Pasteur  400  400 
FluZone Intradermal Sanofi-Pasteur 10   10 
FluZone Multidose Vial Sanofi-Pasteur 4350   4350 
FluZone Pediatric Sanofi-Pasteur   10 10 
FluZone Pre-Filled Syringe Sanofi-Pasteur 350   350 
FluZone Single Dose Vial Sanofi-Pasteur 740  20 760 
TOTAL  5650 400 30 6,080 
 
The first flu vaccine shipment was received on August 11, 2011 and all vaccine was received by 
September 27, 2011, which was before the scheduled drive-through clinic. The Department of 
Health entered into a second year with the VaxCare program, where the Department 
administered vaccine to patients with Medicare Part B or other selected insurances on behalf of 
VaxCare, earning a $7.50 administration fee for each vaccine given and successfully billed. 
Through participating in the VaxCare program, the Department was able to offer seniors the 
FluZone high-dose vaccine. Out of the 400 doses ordered through VaxCare, 205 doses were 
administered, with the remainder returned to VaxCare at the end of the season. The County 
earned $1,290 in administration fees from VaxCare. 
 
The County participated with Johns Hopkins University in their study to collect data on possible 
adverse reactions to influenza vaccination. Through this program, the County earned $404. 
 
Five hundred sixty vaccine doses were transferred to partner organizations: 
 
 120 doses to Crest Haven Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
 40 doses to Cape May County Technical High School LPN students 
 300 doses to Woodbine Developmental Center 
 100 doses to Volunteers in Medicine 

 
Out of the remaining 5,520 vaccine doses, 4,882 vaccinations were provided by the Department 
of Health. This includes 30 doses provided under the Vaccines for Children program (VFC) and 
205 doses provided under the VaxCare program1.  

                                                 
1 Due to a refrigerator malfunction, 93 doses of FluMist were discarded. The unused county-purchased Sanofi-
Pasteur doses (407) were returned to the manufacturer for an account credit. The unused VaxCare doses (192) 
were returned to VaxCare at no cost. 
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The Department of Health organized one mass vaccination drive-through clinic on October 23, 
2011. Efforts were made to increase the number of children vaccinated and four clinics were 
held specifically targeting children and families, one at the Health Department, two at 
elementary schools (Glenwood Avenue School in Wildwood and Woodbine Elementary School), 
and one at a church (St. Frances Cabrini in Ocean City). Six special senior clinics were held for 
seniors and included the High-Dose vaccine. Senior clinics were held at the Health Department 
(2), the Lower Township Senior Center (2), the Ocean City Senior Center, and the Upper 
Township Senior Center.  
 
Additional vaccination efforts included catch-up flu clinics (Health Department and at Cape May 
County library), offering vaccine at health fairs (St. Ann’s, Disability Day), two clinics for County 
employees, a clinic for Cape Counseling, and vaccine given to homebound residents and 
provided through sporadic appointments. 
 
At the end of the influenza season, a total of 5,442 influenza vaccinations had been given to 
County residents, representing all 16 municipalities, with 4,882 vaccinations provided directly by 
the Department of Health. Apart from the County Department of Health’s vaccination activities, a 
number of residents received the influenza vaccine from local hospitals, physicians, pharmacies, 
and supermarket clinics.  
 
Cape Regional Medical Center vaccinated 641 staff and volunteers in addition to 405 eligible 
patients, for a total of 1,046 influenza vaccinations administered this season. 
 
High-Priority Vaccination Groups 
 
In 2010-11, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended universal 
influenza vaccination for all persons 6 months of age and older. If vaccine is in short supply, 
ACIP recommends it be prioritized in order to protect those at high-risk for influenza 
complications2. These high-priority groups include: 
 
 Children aged 6 months through 4 years of age 
 Persons aged ≥ 50 years 
 Persons of any age with certain chronic medical conditions including asthma, 

neurological conditions, heart disease, lung disease, blood disorders, diabetes, kidney or 
liver disorders, metabolic disorders, weakened immune system, or persons <19 years 
who are on long-term aspirin therapy. 

 Pregnant women 
 Residents of nursing homes and long-term care facilities 
 American Indians/Alaskan Natives 
 Morbidly obese (BMI ≥ 40) 
 Household contacts and caregivers who have frequent contact with persons at high risk 

and who can transmit influenza to those persons at high risk 
 Healthcare workers 

 
In addition to the ACIP recommendations, the New Jersey Department of Health and Senior 
Services (NJDHSS) has mandated flu vaccination for children 6 months to 59 months attending 
a licensed daycare or preschool since 2008-09.  

                                                 
2 http://www.cdc.gov/flu/about/disease/high_risk.htm 
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Program Marketing  
 
The Cape May County Department of Health’s marketing plan for the 2011-12 season was 
similar to 2010-11. For the drive-through clinic, it is critical that residents bring completed 
consent forms with them to the clinic, rather than obtaining and completing forms onsite. Having 
completed consent forms in advance improves traffic flow and the efficiency of the drive-through 
flu clinic. In addition, people stopping to complete consent forms in their cars is a safety hazard 
that the Department of Health aims to prevent. As part of the marketing effort, consent forms 
were disseminated in advance of the drive-through clinic to the public in a variety of settings: 
 
 Health Department lobby and clinics 
 Health Department’s website 
 Paid placement in the Atlantic City Press, Herald, and Shoppe newspapers 
 Spanish/Latin American groceries (LINCS) 
 Predominantly African American and Hispanic churches (LINCS) 
 Healthcare community, including all physician practices, community clinics, hospitals, and 

EMS (via LINCS) 
 Special needs groups, including County Departments of Aging and Social Services, US 

Coast Guard, County and Municipal senior centers, Municipal Halls, assisted living 
facilities, ARC, senior residences, Puerto Rican Action Committee, Cape Human 
Resources, School superintendents, School nurses, Churches (via LINCS) 

 
Apart from placing the consent forms, information about the flu vaccination program was 
included in the following venues:  

1. Health Department Flu Hotline and website 
2. Health Department’s Facebook page 
3. Radio spots on the Coast and WIBG 
4. On-air radio broadcast on the Coast 
5. Well connect – direct telephone outreach through VaxCare 

 
Continuing from last year, efforts were made to target African Americans and Hispanic 
residents, through the distribution of information and consent forms via LINCS. Hard copies 
were not distributed to these groups this year. 
 
Of the 2,657 persons receiving their influenza vaccination at the drive-through clinic, 2,027 
forms (76%) were entered with source information (low percentage due to poor data entry). Of 
the 2,027 records with source information, 1,389 residents (69%) brought a completed consent 
form with them. The remaining 638 (31%) received and completed a consent form when they 
arrived at the drive-through clinic. The percentage of persons bringing an advance consent form 
was lower than last year and is significantly lower than the 80% goal5. Of those who received 
their vaccine at the drive-through clinic the previous year, 75% brought a completed consent 
form with them. 

                                                 
5 628 forms entered did not include a source code, possibly under or overestimating the percentage of advance 
consent forms. 
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