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Cape May County Influenza Vaccination Activities 
2010-2011 

 
Program Summary 

 
For the 2010-11 influenza season, the Cape May County Department of Health ordered 5,700 
doses of FluZone seasonal flu vaccine from Sanofi-Pasteur (435 multi-dose vials, 1,000 single-
dose preservative-free vials, and 350 preservative-free pre-filled syringes). The first seasonal flu 
vaccine shipment was received on August 18, 2010 and all vaccine received by October 13, 
2010. In addition, a new initiative was started with VaxCare, in which the Department 
administers vaccine to patients with Medicare Part B on behalf of VaxCare, earning a $7.50 
administration fee for each vaccine given and successfully billed. Through participating in the 
VaxCare program, the Department was able to offer seniors the new high-dose vaccine, in 
addition to the standard dose vaccine. 4,500 doses of vaccine were ordered (2,000 high-dose, 
2,500 standard dose); 4,080 doses were returned unused, at no cost, to VaxCare at the end of 
the season. 
 
The Department of Health organized one mass vaccination drive-through clinic on October 17, 
2010 with a total of 2,966 people receiving their flu vaccine at this clinic. One clinic was held at 
the Department of Health targeting children less than 18 years and their parents on November 
3, 2010, at which 319 residents (181 children and 138 family members) were vaccinated. 
Special senior clinics were held for the VaxCare program on October 5, October 7, October 21, 
and October 26 (546 persons vaccinated). Residents who did not have Medicare Part B as their 
primary payor were offered a free flu shot out of the County’s vaccine order. At the end of the 
influenza season, a total of 5,978 influenza vaccinations had been given to County residents, 
representing all 16 municipalities, with 5,248 vaccinations provided directly by the Department of 
Health.  
 
In 2010-11, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) recommended universal 
influenza vaccination for all persons 6 months of age and older. Out of the 5,248 vaccines 
administered, 77% were given to ACIP “high-priority” groups. Sixty-nine percent of persons 
vaccinated this season were 50 years of age or older. One hundred twenty-three children less 
than 5 years of age were vaccinated (2% of total), representing the target population for New 
Jersey’s daycare/preschool immunization mandate.  
 
Ninety percent of vaccine recipients identified themselves as White and 4% as Black. Four 
percent identified themselves as Hispanic or Latino (down from 11%) and 55% as female. The 
percentage of Black and Hispanic or Latino residents who were vaccinated remains lower than 
population percentages. The majority of vaccine recipients were from Middle Township, Lower 
Township, and Cape May City. Vaccination rates (# persons vaccinated per 100 population) 
were highest in Cape May, Stone Harbor, and Avalon. The vaccination rates were lowest in 
Ocean City, Upper Township, and West Cape May.  
 
Fifty-seven percent of persons vaccinated by the Department of Health received their vaccine at 
the drive-through clinic (up from 54%). An additional 36% were vaccinated at other scheduled 
clinics and 7% were vaccinated during non-clinic times. 
 
Apart from the County Department of Health’s vaccination activities, a number of residents 
received the influenza vaccine this season from local hospitals, physicians, pharmacies, and 
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supermarket clinics. Cape Regional Medical Center vaccinated 729 staff and volunteers in 
addition to 521 eligible patients, for a total of 1,250 influenza vaccinations this season. 
 
Seventy-eight percent of those vaccinated this year by the County Department of Health were 
vaccinated last year. Seventy-two percent of those receiving the flu vaccine last year received it 
from the County, with 47% receiving their vaccine at the drive-through clinic. The high 
percentage of repeat clients demonstrates a high level of satisfaction with County flu clinics.  
 
Additional information in available in the following appendices: 

 Appendix A: Vaccination data for County Employees 
 Appendix B: Program Management Recommendations 
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Program Overview 
 
There were no supply issues with influenza vaccine in 2010-11. The 2009 Pandemic H1N1 
strain was included as one of the three strains in the seasonal flu vaccine. Although the exact 
reasons are unclear, demand for vaccination was low, not only in Cape May County, but 
nationwide. This may be because it was the year after the pandemic and people were “tired of 
flu”, because the H1N1 strain was included in the seasonal vaccine and people thought they 
didn’t need it if they were vaccinated the previous year, and because 2010-11 was a mild flu 
season.  
 
The County ordered 5,700 doses of FluZone seasonal flu vaccine from Sanofi-Pasteur (435 
multi-dose vials, 1,000 single-dose preservative-free vials, and 350 preservative-free pre-filled 
syringes). The first seasonal flu vaccine shipment was received on August 18, 2010 and all 
vaccine was received by October 13, 2010, which was before the scheduled drive-through clinic. 
In addition, a new initiative was started with VaxCare, in which the Department administered 
vaccine to patients with Medicare Part B on behalf of VaxCare, earning a $7.50 administration 
fee for each vaccine given and successfully billed. Through participating in the VaxCare 
program, the Department was able to offer seniors the new high-dose vaccine, in addition to the 
standard dose vaccine. 4,500 doses of vaccine were ordered (2,000 high-dose, 2,500 standard 
dose); 4,080 doses were returned unused, at no cost, to VaxCare at the end of the season. 
 
Seven hundred thirty vaccine doses were transferred to partner organizations: 
 
 120 doses to Crest Haven Nursing and Rehabilitation Center 
 30 doses to Cape May County Technical High School LPN students 
 300 doses to Woodbine Developmental Center 
 230 doses to Volunteers in Medicine 
 50 doses to Belleplain Rescue EMS 

 
Out of the remaining 4,970 doses ordered, 4,865 vaccinations were provided by the Department 
of Health and an additional 383 doses were provided under the VaxCare program, for a total of 
5,248 doses administered.  
 
The Department of Health organized one mass vaccination drive-through clinic on October 17, 
2010; one clinic targeting children less than 18 years and their parents on November 3, 2010, 
and four special senior clinics for the VaxCare program on October 5, October 7, October 21, 
and October 26. At the senior clinics, residents who did not have Medicare Part B as their 
primary payor were offered a free flu shot out of the County’s vaccine order.  
 
Additional vaccination efforts included six catch-up flu clinics and two clinics for County 
employees, as well as vaccine given to homebound residents and provided through sporadic 
appointments: 
 
 County Employee Clinics, Oct 29, Nov 4 
 Catch-up clinics, Nov 6, Nov 13, Dec 4, Dec 11, Dec 18, Jan 8   

 
At the end of the influenza season, a total of 5,978 influenza vaccinations had been given to 
County residents, representing all 16 municipalities, with 5,248 vaccinations provided directly by 
the Department of Health. Apart from the County Department of Health’s vaccination activities, a 
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